


I
AM...



ICEBREAKER:
WHAT DOES 
OPENNESS MEAN 
TO YOU?

Now it is time to get to know each other, on your tables 
you will see an A4 piece of paper, using a marker pen, 
we would like you to sum up in one word what openness 
means to you.

In a few minutes, we are going to ask you to stand up, tell 
us your name and who you work for, and then tell us the 
one word you have written and why.

We will give you a few minutes and don’t worry about 
being too serious if you don’t want to, feel free to have fun.



WHAT IS
#ODFA?

“Offene Daten Für Alle” or “Open Data For All” in English, is a set of materials 
available for free for anyone to use. The aim is for local authorities to get an idea 
of how non-profit organizations can use open data. The materials were funded 
by the Bertelsmann Stiftung in Germany and designed in cooperation with 
British civic innovation organization New Union.





What is the goal of 
this workshop?
For citizens and NGOs: to learn about open 
data without any of the hype. The workshop 
explains in simple terms what open data is 
and what you can do with it, in the hope that 
afterwards you will begin using it in your 
work. Maybe we can even encourage you to 
collaborate with other NGOs in using open 
data.

For government workers: this workshop 
can be used to form an open data outreach 
strategy that is relative to community 
organizations. That means all of the 
information from today’s event could be used 
to form policy. It is also worth noting that if 
an open data agenda is not yet in place, what 
you learn today can be used to create it from 
a community perspective. 



Even though at times, it 
may seem like it is

OPEN DATA IS NOT 
ROCKET SCIENCE



And that leads us to 
the reason why we 
are here today



WHAT IS
OPEN DATA?



Open data is data that may be used, 
disseminated and reused by anyone for 
any purpose. 

Open data is the idea that some data 
should be freely available for everyone to 
use and republish as they wish, without 
restrictions from copyright, patents or 
other controlling mechanisms.

Restrictions on use are only permitted in 
order to safeguard the origin and openness 
of the knowledge, for example by naming 
the author. The demand for open data is 
based on the assumption that freely usable 
data leads to more transparency and 
collaboration. (Wikipedia)



Open data can provide insights into many 
different areas that affect our lives.

From traffic and environmental issues to 
health information, from figures and data 
on the population in a municipality to 
geo-based information, such as locations 
of schools, playgrounds or electronic 
charging stations for cars.



So, what can I do with 
open data? 



There are a variety of reasons why 
open data is important. Here are 
just a few...



Transparency and democratic control

Civic participation 

Economic added value

Innovation

Empowerment of citizens – Improved efficiency 
and effectiveness of government services

Measurement of policy impact



Let’s look at some 
examples of what 
activists and non-profits 
can do with open data.



It’s a great way to 
measure the impact 
of your work



Civic tech (this is more an 
example for programmers 
and you tech-minded people)



How can the third sector use 
open data?

As an evidential 
basis for funding 
and commissioning 
applications

Journalistic work, such 
as writing articles and 
blogs

To measure the impact 
of their work and social 
trends



How might open 
data be used in an 
application?











Let’s take a look at 
more examples of 
projects using 
open data



TheyWorkForYou theyworkforyou.com



Poverty in NYC 
(Mayor’s Office for 
Economic Opportunity)



ParkenDD

www.parkendd.de



Trinkwasser

www.opendatalab.de/projects/trinkwasser



Farmshops.eu

www.opendatalab.de/projects/trinkwasser



Open Legal Data

www.opendatalab.de/projects/trinkwasserwww.de.openlegaldata.io



Open Street Maps

www.opendatalab.de/projects/trinkwasser
www.openstreetmap.org



Adopt-A-Hydrant www.adoptahydrant.org



www.opendatalab.de/projects/trinkwasser

Now it’s time for our 
first activity together 

We are going to look at where you find data 
in the region. When you’re researching 
and looking for facts for reports, funding 
applications or articles, where do you look 
online?



When you are looking 
for information or data 
for your work, where 
do you search?



www.opendatalab.de/projects/trinkwasser

Your
Feedback



Examples of 
good practice with 
open data portals



The data portal for 
Germany

www.opendatalab.de/projects/trinkwasser

www.govdata.de



Deutsche Bahn 
data portal (German 
Railways)

www.opendatalab.de/projects/trinkwasser
www.data.deutschebahn.com



Destatis

www.destatis.de

www-genesis.destatis.de/genesis/online



EU open data portal

www.data.europa.eu

EUROPÄISCHE UNION
Europäischer Fonds für regionale Entwicklung

EUROPÄISCHE UNION
Europäischer Fonds für regionale Entwicklung



World Bank
open data portal

www.data.worldbank.org





And now, you...



UND JETZT IHR...

Green: Not overly important, but still something
that would be quite good to have

Yellow: Important, should be considered

Pink: Very important and needed immediately



www.opendatalab.de/projects/trinkwasser

Your feedback



Who can use 
open data?



Turning the idea of collecting data into a 
collaborative effort 



Our city and 
open data

A discussion



Help us to drive a local 
open data agenda

What is a 
steering group?



What happens next? 



DANKE
(thats thank you in German)


