Communities are shaping
demographic change
Aging populations and a decline in the number of inhabitants are just two consequences
of demographic change that are presenting communities and regions with major
challenges. Anyone who wants to shape the future proactively and, above all, success
fully must begin developing strategic action plans now.
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Smart Country –
Ensuring Participation for All
Demographic change, globalization, digitization and growing social divisions are trends
that pose major challenges for individual communities and for German society as a
whole. The differences between urban and rural areas and between regions are increasing – contrary to the principle of equal living conditions that is enshrined in the
country’s constitution.
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Data and forecasts at a glance
Demographic change is affecting each community in unique ways, often accelerating
trends in multiple areas. A broad range of data is now available on every German city or
STATISTICS

town with a population of 5,000 inhabitants or more. Interactive tools also make it possible to select the content you are interested in and depict it as easily comprehensible
maps and graphics.
www.wegweiser-kommune.de/statistik
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Helping your community respond
Demographic change is having an impact on all areas of community life. Here you will
find action plans, studies and other practice-related information grouped by topic –
TOPICS

tools which allow your community to respond to its unique challenges and which can be
combined with the comprehensive data and examples of good practice also available in
the Community Roadmap.
www.wegweiser-kommune.de/themen

Demographic Change
Demographic shifts are affecting each community differently, with population increases
and declines often taking place in close proximity to each other. Aging and migration are
constantly altering population structures. Whether it’s a matter of infrastructure, policies
for families and seniors, or inter-community cooperation, communities must take an interdisciplinary approach when responding to the issues they face.

Education
Education takes place locally: in preschools and schools, as vocational and career training. Individuals and organizations are getting involved to improve educational opportunities at the local level. Studies and recommended action plans in the areas of early childhood education, primary and secondary education, vocational training and continuing
education provide guidance on effective strategies and success factors.

Financial Resources
Communities take action based on their budgets. Common budgeting issues include intergenerational justice, effective methods of providing services and achieving policy
goals, and fiscal consolidation. Transparent, easy-to-compare financial data, policy recommendations and examples of good practice can help your community identify possibilities for improvement and development.

Integration
Helping immigrants integrate is a key challenge for communities today. For integration to
succeed, newcomers must have access to viable opportunities and must feel at home in society. Successful integration policies must be based on a community-wide strategy which takes
numerous issues into account, such as education, health care and employment, and which
includes effective approaches to engaging with immigrants and making them feel welcome.

Social Climate
Employment, housing and quality of life are critical factors determining the social climate
in your city. Participation, poverty and social segregation are some of the issues communities can address to improve the conditions people experience in their daily lives.
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Community Reports
Let us help you increase transparency on the issues determining your community’s future. The Community
Roadmap allows you to produce data reports on a range
TOPICS

of topics and include them in your strategic planning.
The reports also make it possible for you to develop
your own reporting system on topics relevant to your
community. Downloads are available as PDFs, making
it easy to include the desired information in your
system.
You can choose between information on demographics, education, integration and social affairs, and
compare your city or town with other communities or
the state as a whole.

www.wegweiser-kommune.de/kommunale-berichte
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Community Roadmap blog
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