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European Network for  
Technological Resilience and Sovereignty (ETRS) 

 to strengthen Europe’s Digital Future 
 
On the eve of the Summit on European Digital Sovereignty in Berlin, leading European think 
tanks and experts announce the creation of the European Network for Technological Resili-
ence and Sovereignty (ETRS) in a collaborative effort. This new initiative unites research ex-
pertise across the continent to boost Europe’s capacity for innovation and independence in 
key technologies like AI, cloud infrastructure, and semiconductors. ETRS aims to build the 

evidence base, foster collaboration, and shape policy for a resilient and values-driven digital 
future. 

 
Berlin, 17 November 2025. Marking a decisive step toward European digital sovereignty, the 
initiative is led by founding members the Bertelsmann Stiftung (Germany), the Centre for Eu-
ropean Policy Studies (CEPS) (Belgium), the AI & Society Institute (France), and the Polish Eco-
nomic Institute (PEI). Together, they aim to strengthen Europe’s technological resilience and 
sovereignty in an era of rapid digital transformation and growing global dependencies. 
 
Europe currently relies on the United States and China for more than 80 percent of its critical 
digital technologies, ranging from cloud computing and artificial intelligence to semiconduc-
tors. These dependencies jeopardize not only the continent’s economic competitiveness, but 
also its strategic autonomy and democratic values.  
 
Building Alliances for a Resilient Digital Europe 
 
“Europe has heard the wake-up call, but greater coordination, research, and evidence-based 
policymaking are needed, a true knowledge engine. At the same time, this is about more than 
technology or economics. It affects us all and the question of what kind of society we want to 
live in. With this initiative we want to inspire hope and support fresh ideas that strengthen 
Europe’s capacity to act with confidence in the digital age,” says Martin Hullin, Director Net-
work for Technological Resilience and Sovereignty at Europe’s Future Program, Bertelsmann 
Stiftung, and one of the network’s initiators. 
 
“ETRS will serve as the knowledge pool and connective tissue linking Europe’s research exper-
tise across academia, civil society, public institutions & industry, by turning fragmented efforts 
into a shared vision for technological resilience and social and responsible progress,” adds 



  

Constance de Leusse, Executive Director of the AI and Society Institute. In a time when Eu-
rope’s lack of agency in the digital realm has become a defining issue for its competitiveness, 
security, and democracy, the ETRS provides a neutral, pan-European platform to strengthen 
the continent’s ability and resolves to actively shape the global digital sphere.  
 
ETRS brings together leading research institutions, policymakers, and industry experts to facil-
itate knowledge exchange, conduct strategic analyses of technology dependencies, and iden-
tify practical, evidence-based solutions. By promoting policy advocacy for a European values-
driven, open, and resilient digital infrastructure, the network seeks to turn growing political 
momentum around technological sovereignty into coordinated, actionable strategies that help 
Europe remain innovative, secure, and globally competitive. 
 
Invitation to join the network 
 
The network’s mission is anchored in three core objectives: fostering stakeholder coordina-
tion and knowledge sharing through regular dialogues and joint initiatives; conducting strate-
gic mapping of technology dependencies and developing metrics for tracking progress on the 
way to tech sovereignty and resilience; and advancing policy frameworks that support a sov-
ereign and competitive European tech landscape that underpins democracy. Beginning in 
2026, ETRS will launch a series of strategic initiatives to translate this mission into action, in-
cluding expert workshops bridging policy and industry, and the creation of an international 
pool of experts dedicated to Europe’s technological sovereignty. 
 
“ETRS is a crucial step toward actively shaping Europe’s technological future collaboratively, 
in an evidence-based manner, and in service of society. It is important that we deepen our sit-
uational awareness through data-driven analysis of Europe’s dependencies and vulnerabilities, 
as well as options and priorities for strengthening sovereignty and security without sacrificing 
competitiveness,” says Andrea Renda, Director of Research at CEPS.  
 
In addition to the four founding members, today we welcome more than a dozen inaugural 
members. As Maciej Sobolewski, Director of the Polish Economic Institute says: “Europe is 
stronger together when it turns research insights into actionable strategies that strengthen its 
digital resilience. ETRS invites think tanks, research institutions, and independent experts 
across Europe to join the network and, through robust research, contribute to shaping a resili-
ent digital future and strengthening Europe’s technological autonomy." 
 
For more information or to submit an expression of interest to join the network, visit 
www.etrs.network.  
  
 

https://www.etrs.network/


  

Several inaugural members of the ETRS Network have prepared a concrete input for the Sum-
mit on European Digital Sovereignty in the form of a policy toolkit, one of the outcomes of a 
Franco-German Dialogue on Technological Resilience and Sovereignty that took place on 28 
October, 2025. It can be found here.   
  
Watch the livestream of the announcement event of the ETRS Network today at 15:00 CET 
via this zoom-link.   
 
 
Contact: Martin Hullin, Tel. +49 (52 41) 81-81-864  
 E-Mail: martin.hullin@bertelsmann-stiftung.de  
 
 
About the Bertelsmann Stiftung: Inspiring people. Shaping the future.  
The Bertelsmann Stiftung is committed to enabling social participation for everyone – politically, economically and 
culturally. Our programs include Education and the Next Generation, Democracy and Social Cohesion, Digitaliza-
tion and the Common Good, Europe’s Future, Health, and Sustainable Social Market Economies. In our work, we 
focus on people, since only they can change the world and make it better. We share knowledge, promote expertise 
and develop solutions. A nonprofit foundation, the Bertelsmann Stiftung was established in 1977 by Reinhard 
Mohn. For more information, please visit: www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de 

 

 
 
 
About CEPS 
Founded in Brussels in 1983, the Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) is the largest and oldest independent 
think tank on EU and global affairs in Brussels. It counts on an exceptionally strong in-house research capacity and 
an extensive network of partner institutes throughout the world.  
 
About AI & Society Institute 
The AI and Society Institute at the university of École normale supérieure (PSL) is dedicated to advancing a respon-
sible, societally-aware development and deployment of artificial intelligence. As an interdisciplinary academic hub 
co-founded by ENS, Université Paris-Dauphine, Université PSL, and the IAS Association, it integrates foundational 
research, impactful applications, and educational innovation. The Institute cultivates a new generation of scholars, 
practitioners and policy-makers ready to navigate and shape the evolving AI ecosystem. Tackling three core the-
matic pillars - governance, sustainability, and economic & social development   the Institute positions itself at the 
intersection of scholarship and societal transformation. 
 
About PEI 
The Polish Economic Institute is a public economic think tank with a history dating back to 1928. The Institute pre-
pares reports, analyses, and policy recommendations on key areas of the economy and social life in Poland, taking 
into account the international context. Its main research areas include macroeconomics, energy, the global econ-
omy, the digital economy, behavioural economics, and social processes.  
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