
 

PRESS RELEASE 

Young people in Germany are more concerned 
about war and climate change than Covid 

 
 

In a representative survey, the Bertelsmann Stiftung’s newly founded Liz Mohn Center 

examined the situation of Germany’s children and adolescents. The results show that 

feelings of fear and worry dominate as the war in Ukraine continues. Many young 

people are pessimistic about the country’s future, although three out of five are 

optimistic about their own professional future, and many are confident about starting 

their own business. Germany’s younger generation wants to take responsibility.  

“We should listen to young people and take their concerns and desires  

seriously,” says Liz Mohn, president of the center named after her.  

 

Gütersloh – August 15, 2022. After more than two years of the Covid pandemic and six 

months of war in Ukraine, the question arises of how young people in Germany are dealing 

with the world’s current challenges. It turns out that war and climate change are among the 

greatest concerns of the country’s children and adolescents. In contrast, they are less 

worried about Covid. Those are the key findings from the representative survey “Attitudes 

and Concerns among Germany’s Younger Generation” conducted by the research institute 

IPSOS on behalf of the Bertelsmann Stiftung’s Liz Mohn Center. The survey is being 

published in conjunction with this year’s Trilogue Salzburg and will serve as the basis for the 

discussion on August 16, 2022 in the city of Mozart’s birth. This year’s Trilogue Salzburg is 

focusing on the topic: “How to Heal a Torn World? Respect, Trust, Reliability and Mutual 

Understanding.” 

 

Great need for action by policy makers and society 

The majority of young people (60%) fear a decrease in prosperity caused by rising energy 

prices and inflation. More than half of the young people surveyed also say they are 

experiencing feelings of fear (58%) and sadness (51%) due to the Ukrainian crisis, with 

younger adolescents (12–15 years) more likely to be fearful. Moreover, concern that the 

conflict might spill over into Germany is an issue primarily affecting children aged 12 to 13 

years (57%) and young people with lower (52%) and moderate (55%) levels of education. 

The majority of young people (55%) do not want Germany to become more involved in the 

war. 

 

Global climate change is largely an issue for older and much younger adolescents, with 

almost 48 percent of 16- to 18-year-olds and 46 percent of 12- to 13-year-olds saying that 

they are very concerned about it. Few young people, on the other hand, are worried about 

the Covid pandemic. Here, it is the 12- to 13-year-olds who are more concerned than older 

adolescents (29% of 12- to 13-year-olds, 20% of 14- to 15-year-olds, 17% of 16- to 18-year-

olds).    



 

 

The current feelings among Germany’s children and adolescents might not come as a 

surprise given the numerous threats and crises, but they should be cause for alarm. “Many 

children and adolescents received very little inspiration from outside sources during the 

pandemic and lacked opportunities to develop and participate. At the same time, young 

people have fears that we must take seriously. Especially in turbulent times, it is necessary 

to ensure young people can lead meaningful, fulfilled lives. This can only happen if we listen 

to children and adolescents and take their concerns and desires seriously,” says Liz Mohn, 

president of the Bertelsmann Stiftung’s Liz Mohn Center. 

 

Young people are pessimistic about Germany’s future 

Roughly two out of five young people believe that life in Germany will get worse over the next 

three years. Just under a third believe that Germany’s future will be neither better nor worse 

than the situation today. Only one in six believes that things will improve in the future. “It’s 

clear that members of the younger generation value their own careers and personal freedom. 

At the same time, this generation can help shape society and wants to get involved, although 

it generally does not feel it is taken seriously by policy makers. There is a need for action 

here, since children and adolescents do not think schools are preparing them adequately,” 

says Jörg Habich, managing director of the Liz Mohn Center. 

 

But young people are optimistic about their own future 

Despite the fears and concerns young people have, only 5 percent of them say they are 

completely unsatisfied with their current life situation. Younger adolescents aged 12 to 15 

years tend to be more satisfied (51% of 12- to 13-year-olds, 48% of 14- to 15-year-olds) than 

adolescents aged 16 to 18 years (43%). 

 

Personal freedom is by far the most important thing for young people (75% “very important”), 

followed by traveling and discovering the world (45%), earning money (44%) and taking 

responsibility (44%). For 16- to 18-year-olds at the beginning of their working lives, launching 

a successful career (85%) is particularly relevant. Three out of five young people are 

optimistic about their own professional future and know which skills and talents are important 

in the working world. Young people are also confident about starting their own business 

(41% agreement). 

 

Politics, on the other hand, plays almost no role in the lives of young people. Only a minority 

(31%) stays up to date on political issues. Unsurprisingly, this is more often true of older 

adolescents (41%) than 12- to 15-year-olds (24%). Moreover, 72 percent of Germany’s 

young people are not active in a political party. Another cause for concern is that only a 

minority of young people feel policy makers take them seriously (12%). 

 

Additional information: 

The survey “Attitudes and Concerns among Germany’s Younger Generation,” conducted by 

the research institute IPSOS on behalf of the Bertelsmann Stiftung’s Liz Mohn Center, is 



 

based on a representative sample of German residents aged 12 to 18 years who have 

Internet access. The survey uses quota sampling and is weighted according to age, gender, 

region and education. The interviews were conducted between May 5 and May 12, 2022. 

The sample size is 500 participants. 

 

About the Liz Mohn Center: 

Founded in 2022 as a Bertelsmann Stiftung initiative, the Liz Mohn Center continues Liz 

Mohn’s civic engagement within an independent institution. The center facilitates the global 

transfer of knowledge through various activities as a way of improving the quality of decisions 

made by leaders in the political, business and cultural spheres based on evidence-driven 

findings. In addition, it supports leaders in leading sustainably and responsibly. The center 

also promotes understanding between nations and cultures while assisting young talents 

from various areas of society in their self-development. The Liz Mohn Center is a nonprofit 

limited liability company. 

 

 
Contact: Dr. Jörg Habich, Telephone: +49 52 41 81 81 277 

 E-Mail: joerg.habich@Liz-Mohn-Center.de 

 

 

 
About the Bertelsmann Stiftung: Inspiring people. Shaping the future.  
The Bertelsmann Stiftung is committed to enabling social participation for everyone – politically, economically and 
culturally. Our programs include Education and the Next Generation, Democracy and Social Cohesion, 
Digitalization and the Common Good, Europe’s Future, Health, and Sustainable Social Market Economies. In our 
work, we focus on people, since only they can change the world and make it better. We share knowledge, 
promote expertise and develop solutions. A nonprofit foundation, the Bertelsmann Stiftung was established in 
1977 by Reinhard Mohn. For more information, please visit: www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de 
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