
 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Bertelsmann Stiftung to award Reinhard Mohn Prize  

to Maia Sandu and Michael Otto this week 
 

The President of the Republic of Moldova, Maia Sandu, and entrepreneur and philanthropist 

Michael Otto will be awarded the 2025 Reinhard Mohn Prize on the topic “Strengthen de-

mocracy!” this Thursday, February 20. In awarding the prize, the Bertelsmann Stiftung is 

honoring both recipients for their efforts to defend democracy and make it sustainable. Ger-

many’s Federal President Frank-Walter Steinmeier is expected to attend the award cere-

mony at Gütersloh Theater, which can be viewed via livestream beginning at 11 am.   

 

Gütersloh – February 17, 2025. This week, Moldovan President Maia Sandu and German en-
trepreneur and philanthropist Michael Otto will receive the Bertelsmann Stiftung’s 2025 Rein-
hard Mohn Prize. Germany’s Federal President Frank-Walter Steinmeier has announced he 
will attend the award ceremony on Thursday, February 20. Some 500 guests from the worlds 
of politics, business, academia and culture from throughout Germany are also expected to at-
tend. The ceremony will be held at Gütersloh Theater starting at 11 am and will be streamed 
live in German and English.   
 
The 2025 Reinhard Mohn Prize is dedicated to the topic “Strengthen democracy!” According 
to the award citation, both Maia Sandu and Michael Otto have impressively shown how lib-
eral democracy, which is being challenged on many fronts, can be safeguarded, promoted and 
further developed through commitment and courageous leadership. While Maia Sandu is 
fighting in the political arena for freedom and self-determination for her home country of 
Moldova, Michael Otto endeavors in the business world and civil society to ensure the sus-
tainability of the democratic idea.   
 
Prize awarded to “two exceptional figures” 
 
“Maintaining, developing and strengthening democracy was one of the key concerns Reinhard 
Mohn and I had when we established the Bertelsmann Stiftung,” says Liz Mohn, founder and 
honorary member of the Bertelsmann Stiftung Board of Trustees. “I am very pleased that, by 
awarding the Reinhard Mohn Prize to Maia Sandu and Michael Otto, we are honoring two ex-
ceptional figures who have made outstanding contributions to preserving and further devel-
oping democracy.”    
 
Revitalizing the democratic idea and making it fit for the future 
 
“Liberal democracy is under more pressure worldwide than at any time since the end of the 
Cold War,” adds Daniela Schwarzer, member of the Bertelsmann Stiftung Executive Board. “It 
is being challenged both externally by wars and authoritarian regimes and internally by popu-
list forces and diminishing confidence in governments’ ability to take action. With the Rein-
hard Mohn Prize ‘Strengthen democracy!’ and this year’s topic of the same name, the Bertels-
mann Stiftung is re-affirming its commitment to revitalizing the democratic idea and making it 
fit for the future. Our two prizewinners are excellent matches for this commitment: Both are 

https://www.youtube.com/live/l5tuiQeSPdU
https://www.youtube.com/live/FG8BJBRd3dQ


 

helping promote democracy’s resilience – Maia Sandu in the political arena, Michael Otto in 
civil society and the business world.”   
 
Courageous champion of democracy, socially responsible entrepreneur  
  
Maia Sandu has been president of the Republic of Moldova since the end of 2020. She is the 
first woman to lead the country bordering Ukraine and Romania. She was elected to a second 
term of office at the beginning of November 2024. During the election campaign and voting 
process, massive attempts by Russia to prevent her re-election through manipulation, inter-
ference and the spread of disinformation were documented. Sandu has actively promoted 
Moldova’s EU integration for years, and the country formally applied for EU membership fol-
lowing the outbreak of war in Ukraine in 2022. In a national referendum in October 2024, the 
people of Moldova confirmed their desire to join the EU. 
 
Michael Otto was chairman of the Executive Board of the Otto Group from 1981 to 2007 and 
has served as chairman of its Supervisory Board since then. The Hamburg-based entrepreneur 
was an early advocate of environmental protection, development aid and social and educa-
tional projects. He has established several foundations, including the environmental founda-
tion bearing his name as well as Stiftung KlimaWirtschaft. As patron and chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of Haus Rissen in Hamburg, he is committed to taking a contemporary ap-
proach to democracy education. He established the Michael Otto Foundation for Sustainabil-
ity at the end of 2023, a further example of his desire to strengthen an open society and pro-
tect democracy while developing it further. 
 
Additional information: 
The Reinhard Mohn Prize is given in memory of the Bertelsmann Stiftung’s founder, Reinhard 
Mohn († October 2009). It is awarded to internationally renowned individuals who have 
played a key role in developing forward-looking solutions to social and political challenges. 
Past recipients include Joachim Gauck, Rita Süssmuth and Kofi Annan. The Reinhard Mohn 
Prize 2025 is endowed with €200,000. Its theme of “Strengthening Democracy!” is also the 
Bertelsmann Stiftung’s theme for 2024/2025. More information is available on the website of 
the Reinhard Mohn Prize and on the website Strengthen democracy!  
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Contact: Jochen Arntz, Telephone: +49 52 41 81 81 129 

 E-Mail: jochen.arntz@bertelsmann-stiftung.de  

 

 
About the Bertelsmann Stiftung: Inspiring people. Shaping the future.  
The Bertelsmann Stiftung is committed to enabling social participation for everyone – politically, economically and 

culturally. Our programs include Education and the Next Generation, Democracy and Social Cohesion, Digitalization 

and the Common Good, Europe’s Future, Health, and Sustainable Social Market Economies. In our work, we focus 

on people, since only they can change the world and make it better. We share knowledge, promote expertise and 

develop solutions. A nonprofit foundation, the Bertelsmann Stiftung was established in 1977 by Reinhard Mohn.  

 For more information, please visit: www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de     
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