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Public perceptions and media coverage of immigrants and immigration policy
are powerful forces in shaping the immigration debate. Understanding public
opinion on immigration, how this impacts the political debate and how it affects
reform prospects is critical in designing a strategy to advance thoughtful,
rational and effective immigration and integration policy.
This volume explores a critical policy issue that has often been underestimated
in the migration policy debate: the media and public opinion. This volume

contains expert analysis of how our publics perceive immigration and
immigrants-from their effects on the job market, to their impact on culture and
society, to their prospects for integration. It assesses the forces that are
shaping how our publics perceive immigration and immigrants. The authors also
highlight patterns and trends in how political leaders speak about immigration.
The volume ranges more broadly as well to examine how public opinion and
political debates about issues such as globalization, economic crisis and
demographic change affect the immigration debate. The work is deeply
informed by the Council's transatlantic perspective.
The book focuses in particular on three case studies: the United States, the
United Kingdom and Germany. The volume includes chapters analyzing public
opinion and media coverage of immigration issues in each country. Additional
chapters propose strategies for unblocking opposition to thoughtful, effective
immigration-related reforms.
This book is the third major product of the Transatlantic Council on Migration.
It is a result of the deliberations and thinking of the Transatlantic Council on
Migration, which brings together leading political gures, policymakers and
innovative thinkers-pollsters, political consultants, journalists, community
organizers and politicians-from the USA and Europe.
The Transatlantic Council on Migration is an initiative of the Migration Policy
Institute in Washington, DC and its policy partner the Bertelsmann Stiftung. Its
work is supported by numerous foundations and several governments. The
Council is a unique deliberative body that examines vital policy issues and
informs migration policymaking processes across the Atlantic community.
Council members include leading politicians and policymakers from both sides
of the Atlantic.
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